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“I” is the shortest word and yet it seems to be used more than any other. Perhaps I am also 
guilty of this but as it is my thoughts and memories I probably can be excused. However the 
feelings and comments should reflect how things are at the time of writing and also the way I fit 
into my environment etc so forgive me if ‘I’ seems to dominate the intro... 


A strange feeling of political distrust is evident all around. Listening to phone-ins is a great 
passion for Lynn and myself and you really get a ‘feel’ for what Jo Public is really thinking. Calls 
are not motivated by press pressure and they reflect all strata of society. Also as different 
presenters seem to attract different listeners ie. varying levels of intelligence etc one can get a 
broad spectrum of feelings about every issue and this is where there seems to be a real 
disillusionment regarding our political system. All corrupt and a waste of time voting as all the 
main parties are equally in it for their own agenda and not for political good. Obviously this is 
not true of all but certainly the majority are not sincere. The problem is what should one do 
when elections are close?? Don't vote and by wasting your vote there is a chance that the lunatic 
fringe will get in by virtue of their few votes counting disproportionately high. Vote for the 
existing party and you get more of the same but with a vengeance that they assume (wrongly) 
that they now have a mandate to continue their wayward ways. Vote for the ‘others’ as I think 
will happen thinking that a change is called for - assuming “they must be better than the present 
lot” I reckon what will happen is that everyone will be ‘hanging’ on in there totally undecided and 
then clever sound-bites or a scandal just prior to election day will sway massive votes. As a 
country we are being really manipulated even though we like to say we are freer than ever. 


Read my blogs from the start and they are certainly more cynical as I get older (and wiser???). 
I think Lynn and I are rapidly becoming more grumpy or is that a sign of aging...?? 


On the family front we could not be happier. The kids are great and the grandkids are great. 
Mum is great and the family relationship between us all is so ...yes you've guessed it ...great. 


I am starting this latest volume in my study with Blue Grass music on the internet on my PC from 
the US and incense burning on my desk. Weather has been pretty good today and Mum came 
round for dinner and the three of us sat in the garden in the sun and relaxed and chatted after 
a wonderful meal cooked by Lynn. I made home-made creamy vanilla ice cream with our new ice 
cream maker. 


And now on with the latest volume..... 
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What I Love What I Hate 


1 | Gardening and travel tv programmes | Public spitting - on the increase 


2 | The unexpected calls from kids and | Speed cameras and CCTV 
grandkids just to say “hi” 


3 | Reading a good book and finding The new attitude “phone us to report....” 
that everyone in the family feels the | Anything from antisocial behaviour to 
same about reading benefit fraud. All wrong....but snooping is 


miles worse... Think about the implications 


4 | Friends - becoming more important | Litter and noise pollution. A walk in the 
as time passes woods spoilt by motorway traffic noise 


5 | Looking forward to the day when 
this column outweighs the adjacent 
column 
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Yes our daughter has reached 40.. Guess how Lynn and I felt. What a fabulous night. 
An Argentinian BBQ restaurant behind stables in downtown Woodside Park folks. 
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Wow this is thrilling The exploding popper went bang !! 


An icon that 
is doomed 


Some things take me straight back to my childhood and the sherbet dab is soon to be 
no more...and this is progress ???? 


In May ‘09 Mariuz and Alex came over for a short visit from Poland and we met 
them at Camden Market and enjoyed short walk along the Canal and quick market 
tour. It was great to see the happy couple again and rumours are that they may marry 
next year. 
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Alex loved this dress so when we went back we bought it for her. She looked lovely in it 
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The Mill at Sonning was a great setting for a May evening out. A meal in the mill and a farce- 
type comedy (not our favourite comedy form) was enjoyable despite the drive either end 
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A walk on the 


All set for the BBq at home... The whole (ex) Ludlow clan came with their respective husbands 
and Mum - it was a great afternoon. Jo even popped in.... 
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May '09 When something new appears it quickly becomes so accepted that one can not 
remember what preceded it... so this is the ‘before’ photo 


May ‘06 


Just two minutes from The 
South Bank and back in time 


We never tire of the contrasts in London. Cheek by jowl there are massive modern offices 
and often little forgotten corners hidden away like this. London is a constant delight and we 
know loads of these quirky little spots and we will get some of these gems as we travel around 
and pop them into the ‘Photo History’ for no more reason than that we love them. 


Afternoon tea as it should be done. Smiling staff show you to your table in the garden of the 
Mandarine (ex Hyde Park) Hotel. There are rugs if it is chilly and even sun tan lotion in the 
unlikely event of excessive heat. Wonderful little cakes and sandwiches and a really 
delightful afternoon out with Peter and Maryanne 
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Another fantastic few days at Heddons Gate Hotel. Weather was great and the Hotel 
(and food) as good as ever. 


This is our beach... ah !! - that's better (the joys of Photoshop !!!) 


Our special setting with the existing oaks now very tall and the new sapling for Julia 
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A totally memorable place...I think the mini video captures the waves and stillness of the 
sunset 


We managed to climb down through the undergrowth and reached the coastal path below. 
Coming up was an exercise in persistence and Lynn frightened the birds with her screams of 
laughter when she went flying 
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This was a first. As we rounded the bend on the coast path the clouds were rolling off the 
cliffs and the sea below us was hidden from view for a while until the sun burnt them off. 
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Lynn and others enjoying the food at Watersmeet. The great tree that graced the lawns has 
gone. It was so splendid but obviously reached the end of a long life 


Nothing is nicer than cooling off with your feet in the icy water. 
It is hard to realise that the floods did such terrible damage here in the 50's 


This is the site of The Lynrock Mineral Water Factory destroyed by the floods 


Peter and George celebrating their combined 70™ birthday. Guess it's hard to realise that we 
are old and our friends are sometimes a bit older still. A sobering thought 


Walking with the ‘old lads’. Henley to Cookham with an occasional food stop in between (If 
truth were known it was a food stop interrupted by the occasional walk) 
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parking on double yellow line, causing a hazhard . 
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The lunatics are running the asylum. 

The white van parked on the double yellow line is a council surveillance vehicle wth a camera 
mounted on the roof caused a traffic hazard whilst filming an ‘alleged criminal act’ (parking 
on the pavement). When the council was questioned abaout the logic in this they said it was 
acceptable whilst ‘enforcing’ Sense does not come into the equation. 
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June ‘09 Lynn and I went to Oslo Court with Mum to 
celebrate her birthday. We had a dignified lunch - elderly waiters, groaning platefuls of food 
in splendid surroundings combined to make a great lunchtime meal out followed by a leisurely 
stroll in Regents Park 


Mum's 3990 
dirtnday 
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Angela and DP were putting on a show for kids with partial funding from an Arts Council grant 
and we looked after the kids for a day, whilst they did the final rehearsals 
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Saving for her old age...not a ‘veggie’ choice of savings scheme 
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The kids live in a fantastic setting surrounded by farm land and with great views 
down to the Orwell Estuary and across to Pin Mill. 
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Good ‘ole grandparents still have enough energy for a ‘kick-around’. This is the village green 
where the Yurt was being set up ready for the week-long performances for the 
schoolchildren 
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The flyers for the show 


And willing help with the bunting assembly ‘AN 


Setting up inside the yurt 


Getting ready for bed... 


The whole project was a great success and the self-evaluation document that was prepared 
was enhanced by the great feedback provided via the teachers at the local schools 
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And finally some feedback from the kids themselves... 


Month ~ aims to be interac- 


tive with the children, aged 


Local Press feature......... 


..u....well done folks 


